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Glasgow School of Art 

Written submission from Professor Gerry Grams 

I have worked as an architect and urbanist in Glasgow for over thirty years. In both 
private and public sectors I have gained a reputation as a trusted and considered 
designer in fields ranging from domestic residential to urban regeneration. I trained 
at the Mackintosh School of Architecture and have also spent time in both Glasgow 
schools of architecture teaching and sharing my knowledge in the formation of the 
urban environment. 

In 2005 I became Glasgow City Council's first City Design Advisor, a post created 
to put design high on the city's agenda. Making this job my own, I carved special 
relationships for the city with public organisations and investors alike. In 2007, 
through a collaboration between Glasgow City Council and Glasgow School of Art, 
I helped establish the Glasgow Urban Laboratory – a research unit to deal with real 
time city issues backed up with academic resource and intelligence. It became the 
first Scottish institution to host a Fulbright Programme. 

I left Glasgow City Council in August 2014 to direct the RIAS Festival of 
Architecture, which formed part of the Governments 'themed' Year of Innovation, 
Architecture and Design 2016. I now act as an architectural and urbanism 
consultant to private and public sector organisations. 

The Mackintosh Building at the Glasgow School of Art is more than a building. 

It is the most important British building of the 20th Century and is internationally 
significant. 

It is the cultural pulse of the City of Glasgow.  

It is the cornerstone of a local community. 

It is more than an Art School. It is the creative heart of the GSA campus. 

I was born in Garnethill. 

As a child however I grew up on a housing estate in a New Town, but was lucky 
enough to come back to Glasgow and be able to study architecture at the school 
in the 1970’s and 80’s and spend my first year in a studio off the 'hen-run' in the 
building. I had never experienced an environment of such richness and complexity. 
It was a city within a City. It was a world of education which influenced me every 
day, and still does. 

After the 2014 fire, the reconstruction was intended to provide a building which 
would serve the first-year population of the school – a brilliant idea to allow every 
student, in every creative discipline the chance to experience the building and its 
riches - every day. 
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It’s special character, its patina, its materials, all contributed to a learning 
environment which was more valuable than a museum – it’s a living, working place 
which has to be experienced. 

Now, if it is to be rebuilt, it must become that learning environment once again and 
remain so for future generations of students, citizens and visitors from all over the 
world. 

It is a beacon for Glasgow’s creative community, for Scotland's international 
reputation – the light must not be allowed to go out. 


